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New Kappa Sisters Join the Ranks 

 

Welcome to  
           Gerry O’Kane and Sam Sipes,  
             our newly approved Kappa members.   
  Gerry will be inducted at our May 18th picnic.   
Sam Sipes will be inducted at a later meeting.   
               It is great to have you with us, ladies! 

 

  

 

The Presidents’ Message 
 

Eleanor Roosevelt once said that true friends leave a footprint in your heart. Recently I 
attended a choral recital at East Meck High School. It was the senior performance for several students 
I had in my first-grade class and again for fifth grade. I’d watched them learn to read, tie their shoes 
and spend a whole day without their mother. With the leap to fifth grade, they were inquisitive 
knowledge seekers and full of self-confidence. 

Now, as seniors, they were so grown up, it was a challenge to identify them from afar in the 
audience. Wearing pearl necklaces and black formal theater gowns, hair atop their heads in a glossy 
bun instead of wild ringlets or ponytails, these were mature, poised young adults. It was wonderous to 
watch them perform. Visiting after the program, I learned that all three are going on to college and 
have a path they’ll pursue with excitement and dedication. 

Like the many children we’ve all taught, these girls left a footprint in my heart. Their hugs and 
smiles were as sincere as when they were five years old, and our feelings for each other still as 
heartfelt. Treasure the footprints in your heart. They are the blessings of being an educator. 

 

        Sincerely, 
Jeannette  & Gloria  
Kappa Co-Presidents 2018-2020 
jeannettec@carolina.rr.com 
gmj1948@hotmail.com 
704-814-7197 
704-641-9189 
 
 

DUES DUE: 
Please Plan Accordingly 

$76 due by 6/22 
Bring your check to the 

Picnic May 18th, or 
 June 13’s Bunco/Board  

 

mailto:jeannettec@carolina.rr.com
mailto:gmj1948@hotmail.com
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It’s Time for Our ANNUAL PICNIC 
By Brenda Coble, Ways & Means Committee Chairman 

 

 

 

On Saturday, May 18th, at our picnic, we will again have our Mystery Bag Silent Auction.   
This a Kappa Fund Raiser for upcoming projects.   
 

If you would like to bring a mystery bag for the auction, please do the following:  pick a theme (or not), 
choose items to place in bag (price could be up to $20, total), put item(s) in bag, SECURELY TAPE THE 
BAG CLOSED (to avoid tempting any peekers!), and bring it to the picnic.  Your bag will be given a 
number and a sign-up sheet for bids.  Hopefully your bag will receive lots of bids.  High bid at end of 
auction will win the bag.  We always enjoy seeing what everyone has won with lots of oohs and 
ahhs.  Just have fun with your bag.  Look for treasures in your home that you know a Kappa member 
would love!!! 
 
Looking forward to the 18th! 
[And if you have any questions, contact Brenda:   
                               brendacoble@carolina.rr.com] 
 
   

 

“I’m Going on a Picnic and I’m Taking…” 

For the Annual Kappa Picnic 
On Saturday, May 18th   from 10-12:30    at Squirrel Lake Park, Matthews 

Please RSVP to Lynne Nadel: lynne11155@aol.com 
Remember to Bring:  
Annual dues of $76 to Tisa;  

Books you’ve read & loved for the Kappa book exchange; 

Collection of can tabs and box tops to support local charities; 

Donations for Summer Reading Program;            

Exciting Mystery Bags for Silent Auction; 

Fabulous Food to share and enjoy;  

Greenbacks (or your checkbook) for bids, and more 

However, It’s Iust Kappa Ladies Meeting Near noon On Picnic for Quality Reminiscing    

   So That Uplifing Virtues Will be eXclaimed and eXposed about  

    Your Zeal for education & life!  

Above all, we are looking forward to seeing Wonderful You ! 
  

P.S. If you can, bring your copy of the recent DKG Bulletin Collegial Exchange for Gloria.  

mailto:brendacoble@carolina.rr.com
mailto:lynne11155@aol.com
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INNER-CITY SUMMER READING OUTREACH 

Kappa chapter is excited to conduct a book drive to support the summer reading program established by our 
own Melinda Willison under Keeping Hope Alive.  
 

Summer 2019 will be the fifth year of the summer reading program, sitting on picnic blankets and reading aloud 
and silently together, fostering a love of reading. With an average of 10-24 kids, each child age 3-13 leaves with 
3-5 books at every session, and receives a healthy drink and snack. At summer’s end, each child who attended 
3 or more sessions, 27-35 kiddos on average, receives a backpack full of school supplies and more books to 
carry them through the school year. Even the toddlers get a cinch bag filled with primary supplies, flashcards, 
and workbooks. Over the years a visible difference has been seen in the kids and the families as they have 
participated in the program.  It is truly a labor of love, not unlike teaching in the classroom, which the fruit may 
not blossom until long after the moment of influence has passed.  

 

  

Kappa support and donations are welcome on any of the four fronts: 
1) Donate new or used books; 

2) Contribute healthy snacks and drinks; 
3) Provide school supplies; 

4) Volunteer to read with us weekly throughout the summer. 
 

- For the book drive, the greatest need last summer was beginning reader chapter books (grade 1-3), 
- Strong picture books for the older readers-- who pick books that "look" easy due to insecurities. 
- High Interest/ Best Seller/ & Popular Topic Books, especially b-ball/football/video game themes. 
- Also needed are Diverse Books with African American Characters. 
- TRUE Beginning Reader Books, like BOB books, for the little ones. 
- Any easy read parenting books, simple adult readers on high interest topics, etc. would be a nice  
  addition for parents/grandparents who are increasing in involvement.  
 

One way to get more bang for the buck with any new book purchases is through Scholastic Book Club.  
All orders earn points for free books which are used for the summer reading program.  If anyone orders 
from this for book donations, just place your name in the first name line and Kappa as the last name.  The 
orders are submitted monthly between the 25th and 30th of August through May. June 1st will be the 
last order placed this school year.  
 

https://orders.scholastic.com/P8R4K then use CLASS CODE: P8R4K 

 
Ideas for healthy snacks and drinks, as well as school supplies needed: http://a.co/jcBtnRU 

https://orders.scholastic.com/P8R4K
http://a.co/jcBtnRU
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National Teacher of the Year 

Speaks to Local Educators 

Article and Photo by Candace Armstrong, Kappa 
 

Kappa Chapter members of Delta Kappa Gamma International and their guests welcomed Bobbie Cavnar, NEA’s 2018 National 
Teacher of the Year, at their regular monthly meeting at Trio Restaurant, Pineville, NC on Saturday, April 13.  Co-President 
Gloria Jones introduced Mr. Cavnar as a teacher of Senior English Literature at South Point High School in Belmont, NC and 
an advocate of the arts as a means for us to learn to understand one another. 
 

After explaining how he was chosen as Teacher of the Year, Mr. Cavnar explained his views on public education today and 
the avenues open to him to advocate for positive change for the sake of teachers and students.  Serving on the Governor’s 
Commission on Teacher Recruitment and Retention, he related that many of today’s young adults no longer see teaching as 
a long-term career. One reason for this is the salary cap after15 years of classroom experience.  One of his goals, then, is to 
help legislators see teaching as a lifetime commitment.    
 

Bobbie also shared his beliefs on the importance of the arts in public education. While math and science are important for 
our economy, literature and other arts are a remedy for the inability many have to see the humanity in other people, 
especially those who seem different.  With more and more jobs requiring time in front of a screen rather than relating to 
others directly, we need ways to teach empathy and caring.  Education is about creating not only skilled people but “good 
people” too. 

 

Regional Director Nancy Smith emails All Region VIII Chapter Presidents                     

May 1, 2019 

“On April 13, I met with the Kappa chapter for their spring luncheon.  It was a wonderful 
event and the speaker was terrific.  Mr. Bobbie Cavnar, 2018 NEA National Teacher, was the 
speaker. 
He was just so enthusiastic about teaching.  Bobbie told us of his experiences meeting with 
different legislators.  One thing he said that we all thought was so important was this: 
Bobbie said that the state senators and representatives paid more attention to letters than 
emails or phone calls.   He suggested that if any of us wanted to let them know our feelings 
about a bill, etc. that we write a letter. 
I know that your chapters have members attending the rally in Raleigh today.  Please 
encourage to WRITE to those members who represent them. 

     I hope to see all you presidents in Hickory next weekend.  
     Nancy Smith” 
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CONGRATULATIONS! Felicitaciones!  
Herzichen Gluckwunsch! CONGRATULAZIONI!  

 
To Robin Dorfer on her retirement from CMS.  She leaves her career as 
Teacher of the Year at Ardrey Kell High School and Mecklenburg DAR Social 
Studies Teacher of the Year.  What a way to go!  We all wish you well as you 
enjoy your new freedoms in your new home down in Columbia, SC!  
 

To Gwen Brooks who is moving back home to Ohio to be closer to family …and 
other special people!  We wish you all the best in your new life and 
adventures. 
 

To Gloria Jones for the publishing of her article “Playing with History.”  
Read about Gloria’s innovative unit in the latest DKG Bulletin Collegial 
Exchange.  What an honor! 
 

To Jeannette Carofano for attending the Eta State Leadership Development 
seminar exploring leadership strengths this past March 22nd – 23rd at the 
Caraway Conference Center in Asheboro.  Onward! 
 

To Melinda Willison for presenting at the afternoon seminars of the Eta State 
Convention.  Melinda spoke about Leveling Up Technology Instruction by 
increasing the rigor and creative aspects of tasks in units and daily digital 
lessons. The ideas and tips were eagerly received by the participants.  Bravo, 
Melinda! 
 

To Clara Hedberg and Debbie Dryden for their recognition at the 85th Eta State 
Convention as outstanding contributors to DKG and education throughout 
their careers and beyond.  They’ve made it to the Big Screen! Additionally, 
Peggy Jackson and Barbara Koesjan were also honorees. We love you, Ladies! 
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Wellness Initiative - Avoiding the Summer Slide 
  

“I have chosen to be happy because it is good for my health.” 
-Voltaire 

 

As summer approaches, we remind our students to read. I am reminding you to read, read, read. Let's 
exercise our brains. Bring in your books to donate at the picnic. Pick up one and it helps Kappa funds 
also.  

 

Do you ever do the 7 little words puzzles in the paper?  How many words can you make from one word? 
These activities keep your mind sharp.  

 

Let's exercise our bodies. Take a walk in your neighborhood, along the beach, or hike in the mountains. 
Do stretching activities or take a yoga class.  
Stay positive and have a wonderful summer. 
 

On behalf of Martha Tillman, Wellness Committee Chairman 
  

The Educational Excellence Committee 
Empower-Engage-Create 

 

A KAPPA UPDATE:  
Supporting New Teachers through Encouragement 

 

Before Spring Break, Marilyn Michue delivered Easter bags of homemade candies and treats to 
our eight beginning teachers. Some bunny loves you was on each bag. As teachers typically run 
out of copy paper this time of year, a pack of paper was delivered to each teacher on May 6. Six 
of our teachers have birthdays coming up the end of May and in June. Gift cards will be delivered 
for them to have lunch to celebrate. Kappa cares about our teachers. 

 

 
 

   Thank you for your support of our beginning teachers! 
By Gloria Jones, Kappa Co-President 
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Little Tidbits 
and General Announcements 

 

 

Thank You!                Thank You!                Thank You! 
To Candace Armstrong for her recent news article submitted for publication.  Candace reported on our 
April meeting guest speaker, Mr. Bobbie Cavnar. See her photo credit with the article in this newsletter. 
 

To Rachel Goodgame for creating a display-in-a-jar representing Kappa, Charlotte for display at the May 
Eta State Convention.  Charlotte is a happenin’ place! 
 

To Tisa Clark, Jeannette Carofano, and Debbie Dryden for graciously hosting BUNCO at their homes 
during Rachel’s recovery.  You’re great sisters! 

 

 

Bringing Kappa Online Via Facebook 
 

If you haven’t completed an updated consent form, please reach out to Jeannette for the updated consent form and social media 
waiver. It’s also linked in the archives page. 

Then visit the page on Facebook, Post, Reply, and Engage. We are excited about this opportunity to let 

others know about us, and to keep in touch with each other about KAPPA happenings. 
 

 

A NEW due date for dues effective immediately per policy change …. 
DKG dues are now to be paid by June 22nd.  This change aligns with the DKG financial year and makes their accounting schedule more 
straight forward.  We have been informing you of this change since last fall at meetings and through newsletters. Please be ready to 
assist Tisa Clark with your dues payment this June. As always, if you need special consideration for your dues, speak with Tisa to make 
arrangements.   If you decide not to renew your membership, please let Tisa or Lynne Nadel know before June 30th. 

 

 

JUNE 13 BUNCO & BOARD MEETING: Last BUNCO & Meeting of the Year 
to be held at the home of RACHEL GOODGAME @ 11405 Lemmond Acres Dr, Mint Hill 

 Come be the Big Winner or Happy Last Place, AND come with ideas and suggestions for next year’s 

programs and activities to be included in our calendar.   Bring $10 to play, $1 for snacks, & $5 for LUNCH 

Kappa support and donations for Inner-City Summer Reading Program 
1. Donate new or used books (Bring to May Picnic); 

2. Contribute healthy snacks and drinks (Bring to May Picnic); 
3. Provide school supplies; (Bring to May Picnic); 

4. Volunteer to read with us weekly throughout the summer. 

Contact Melinda at 704-315-4333 or Melinda.Willison@gmail.com for more info. 
 

Continue to collect and bring in box tops, tabs, and books for the book exchange, 
and prepare your brag stories for our customary fundraising activities at each meeting. 

 

 

Please email Melinda Willison with Announcements and Committee Updates for the 
next newsletter.  Everyone is invited to contribute! THANK YOU! 

 

Though 2017-2019 THEME: “Let’s S.P.A.R.K.L.E.” comes to an end, 
we’ll never stop sparkling as DKG members!  

 

mailto:Melinda.Willison@gmail.com
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Happy Birthday! 
 

             …to those celebrating this spring:      
 

May        10th   Jeannette Carofano 
        15th Julia O’Reilly 
        16th Nancy Lowder 
        21st Alma Jo Langston 
        23rd Beverly Griffin 
Jun        17th   Betty Bell 
        28th Dawn Patterson 
Jul        22nd Cynthia Lockerman 
        29th Clara Hedberg 
        31st Robin Dorfer 
Aug        19th  Vicki Kiziah 
        28th Dawn Patterson 
Sep        9th Brenda Coble 

 

*Please notify Melinda if your birthday is missing. 
 

 
Keep In Your Prayers 

 

     With Love and Concern… 

 Health & Care for sisters of Reatha and Charlene; 

 Rachel Goodgame continued recovery; 

 Good Health for all Kappa Sisters and their families; 

 Happy & Safe season; 

 …love & care to all those in distress! 

 PLEASE MESSAGE MELINDA.WILLISON@GMAIL.COM  

 WITH ANY SPECIAL NEEDS  
TO BE ADDED TO THIS LIST.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

CALENDAR of EVENTS 
 
 

Saturday 5/18/19 — Meeting (Kappa Picnic)  
& INDUCTION CEREMONY 

Squirrel Lake Park from 10a – 12:30p 
 Program: EOY Wrap-Up, “Mystery Bags” Silent Auction 

All Members Bring a Potluck Dish to Share 
 
 
 

Thursday 6/13/19 — BUNCO/Board (snacks/lunch)  
At the home of Rachel Goodgame from 10a – 2p 

$10 to play, $1 for snacks, & $5 lunch 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING:  

 
 

For more event details, visit the events page  
 on our chapter website:  

http://kappacharlottenc.weebly.com/events.html 

 

SHARE GREAT HAPPENINGS 
Please share things you’re doing with your class, for others in the classroom, and volunteer activities that we 

can feature in the newsletter or on our website.  

Send updates to Melinda.Willison@gmail.com 

 
“If you have 

a garden 
and a library, 

you have 
everything 
you need.” 

 
- Marcus Tullius Cicero 

mailto:MELINDA.WILLISON@GMAIL.COM
http://kappacharlottenc.weebly.com/events.html
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Eta State Hickory Convention Update 
We have a new state name! 

 

The Educational Law & Policy Committee has gathered the data 
from the Legislative Survey conducted in the fall 2018 and 
included it in the new 2019 White Paper on Legislative Priorities.  
The White Paper is on the Eta State website www.ncdkg.org to 
allow members access to make copies to share with legislative 
Representatives and Senators. On the website, click 
"Leadership" on the upper right side of the homepage and 
choose the Educational Law & Policy Committee from the 
dropdown list of committees. The White Paper is located at the 
bottom of the committee's page.  
Delivering the White Paper in person either at home or at the 
Legislative building in Raleigh and personally sharing the 
document does two important things. It gives the lawmaker a 
tangible list of our highest priorities. It also allows DKG members 
to build stronger relationships with those who make all the major 
decisions about schools in North Carolina. The EL&P Committee 
urges all members to share our priorities to anyone who can 
possibly help us achieve our goals. Please do your part. Our 
students are counting on us.    -Per Susan Phipps, ELP Comm. Ch. 

 

Chapter Rules Update 
    

All chapters are required to change chapter rules to be in 
accordance with changes to the Constitution made at the 
2018 International Convention.  We will discuss these at 
our next meeting. Debbie Dryden, as our Rules Chair, will 
hold meetings to incorporate these changes into Kappa’s 
Rules. If she calls on you, please help! 
See the Eta State website for application forms to serve on 
a State Committee.  

 

Congratulations, Kappa! 
Kappa, Charlotte Chapter received multiple honors at the 
Eta State North Carolina Convention in Hickory: 

• Newsletter Excellence Award 

• Website Excellence Award 

• Excellent Chapter Achievement Award 
A BIG Thank You to Melinda Willison for her newsletter 
and website efforts.  Another BIG Thank You to all Kappa 
Members for their attendance at meetings, generous 
donations for local and state charities and their pride in 
DKG membership that makes our Chapter so great.  

 

 

 

Eta State NC Website: www.ncdkg.org 
 

 

 

Upcoming Convention Dates 

 

June 27-29, 2019 —  
Southeast Regional Conference,  

Crowne Plaza, Asheville, NC 
 

May 1-3, 2020 —  
Eta State NC Convention,  

Embassy Suites, Greensboro, Region VII 
 

July 2020 
International Convention, 

Philadelphia, PA 
 

 

 

New NCDKG President Inducted 
 

Congratulations to 
 

Dr. Teresa H. Cowan  
2019-2021 President 

 

Tobey Worthington 
First Vice President 

 

Hilda Parlér 
Second Vice President 

 
 

 
 

 

FOR THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE  

EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION 

VISIT THEIR WEBSITE @ 
http://www.ncdkgef.org  

 

http://www.ncdkg.org/
http://www.ncdkg.org/
http://www.ncdkgef.org/
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  A LITTLE TECH TIP 

 

There is no need to fear technology, 

regardless of age. 

The benefits far outweigh the challenges. 

If you have been resistant to engaging more deeply with 

computer programs, apps,  

and online opportunities ~ Fear No More! 

These two savvy blogs will be a great resource.  

 

https://www.aging.com/15-tips-to-become-computer-savvy-at-

an-older-age/  

 

https://seniorplanet.org/guides/tech-tips-for-seniors/ 
 

Contact Melinda with suggestions 

and questions that can be used for future tech tips. 

 

Connect 

on the State Level at 
http://www.ncdkg.org 

& on the International Level at 
https://www.dkg.org 

Join the conversations on social media: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/EtaState/ 

Tweets by @Eta_State 

 

 

New GoAhead DKG Tours Announced  

    Eta Data   April 15, 2019 
 
The GoAhead Tours sponsored by DKG have been popular with 
members and friends. New tours have been announced for 
late 2019 and 2020.  
 
Spend a long weekend in Santa Fe August 29-September 1, 
2019. Take in the cultural vibrancy and natural beauty of New 
Mexico’s capital city with local guides and sightseeing tours. 
 
Explore the rainforests, volcanoes, and wildlife of Costa Rica 
December 28, 2019, to January 5, 2020. “From misty cloud 
forests and lush jungles to volcanic landscapes and sun-kissed 
beaches, there’s so much to love about this Central American 
hot spot.”  
 
Enjoy San Francisco and the Wine Country of California 
October 9-14, 2020. This tour includes four wine tastings, two 
guided sightseeing tours, visits to wineries in Sonoma and 
Napa Valley, the Golden Gate Bridge, the Mission District, and 
a cooking class in Berkeley. 

 
 

DKG International in Asheville  
Southeast Regional Director Elaine Warwick 

Eta State News, Spring 2019 (for full article) 

https://www.dkg.org/DKGMember/Events/2019_Interna
tional%20_Conferences/Southeast_International_Confer
ence-Asheville-NC.aspx     Hope to see you there!  
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.dkg.org  

Visit Our Website at 
http://kappacharlottenc.weebly.com 

Email the Chapter at 
kappacharlottenc@gmail.com 

Email KAPPA Co-Presidents 
gmj1948@hotmail.com 
Or call 704-641-9189 

JeannetteC@carolina.rr.com 
Or call 704-814-7197 

Email the Keynotes Editor 
Melinda.Willison@gmail.com 

Or call 704-315-4333 

https://www.aging.com/15-tips-to-become-computer-savvy-at-an-older-age/
https://www.aging.com/15-tips-to-become-computer-savvy-at-an-older-age/
https://seniorplanet.org/guides/tech-tips-for-seniors/
http://www.ncdkg.org/
https://www.dkg.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/EtaState/
https://twitter.com/Eta_State
https://www.dkg.org/DKGMember/Events/2019_International%20_Conferences/Southeast_International_Conference-Asheville-NC.aspx
https://www.dkg.org/DKGMember/Events/2019_International%20_Conferences/Southeast_International_Conference-Asheville-NC.aspx
https://www.dkg.org/DKGMember/Events/2019_International%20_Conferences/Southeast_International_Conference-Asheville-NC.aspx
http://www.dkg.org/
http://kappacharlottenc.weebly.com/
mailto:kappacharlottenc@gmail.com
mailto:gmj1948@hotmail.com
mailto:JeannetteC@carolina.rr.com
mailto:Melinda.Willison@gmail.com
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